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not add one brick to the temple of freedom. The student world,
which is receiving an education far too expensive for starving
India, an education which only a microscopic minority can ever
hope to receive, is expected to qualify itself for it by giving its
life-blood to the nation. Students must become pioneers in con-
servative reform, conserving all that is good in the nation and
fearlessly ridding society of the innumerable abuses that have
crept into it.
These conferences should open the eyes of students to the
realities before them. They should result in making them think
of things which, in the class room adapted to its foreign setting,
they do not get an opportunity of learning. They may not be
able in these conferences to discuss questions regarded as purely
political. But they can and they must study and discuss social
and economic questions which are as important to our gene-
ration as the highest political question. A nation-building pro-
gramme can leave no part of the nation untouched. Students
have to react upon the dumb millions. They have to learn to
think not in terms of a province, or a town, or a class, or a
caste, but in terms of a continent and of the millions who in-
clude untouchables, drunkards, hooligans and even prostitutes,
for whose existence in our midst every one of us is responsible.
Students in olden times were called brahmacharis, that is those
who walked with and in the fear of God. They were honoured
by kings and elders. They were a voluntary charge on the
nation, and in return they gave to the nation a hundredfold
strong souls, strong brains, strong arms. Students in the modern
world, wherever they are to be found among fallen nations, are
considered to be their hope, and have become the self-sacrifi-
cing leaders of reforms in every department. Not that we have
no such examples in India; but they are far too few- What I
plead for is that students7 conferences should stand for this
kind of organized work befitting the status of brahmacharis,
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